
 

 

Music Vertical Concepts 

Notation 

 

Year 1 

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, 

and long and short sounds, using symbols and any 

appropriate means of notation. If appropriate: 

explore standard notation, using crotchets, 

quavers and minims, and simple combinations of: 

C, D, E, F, G F, G, A G, B, D D, E, F♯, G, A D, A, C 

Year 2 

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, 

and long and short sounds, using symbols and any 

appropriate means of notation. Explore standard 

notation, using crotchets, quavers, minims and 

semibreves, and simple combinations of: C, D, E, F, 

G, A, B G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ F, G, A, B♭, C, D, E A, B, C, 

D, E Identify hand signals as notation, and 

recognise music notation on a stave of five lines. 

EYFS Being Imaginative and Expressive: Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their 

teacher; - Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs. - Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories 

with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music 

 

Year 5 

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, 

and long and short sounds, using symbols and any 

appropriate means of notation. Explore standard 

notation, using minims, dotted crotchets, 

crotchets, quavers and semiquavers, and simple 

combinations of: C, D, E, F, G, A, B F, G, A, B♭, C, D, 

E G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ C, G, A♭, B♭ G, G♯, A, B♭, C D, E, 

F, G, A, B, C E♭, F, G, A♭, B♭, C, D♭ Identify: • Stave • 

Treble clef • Time signature Read and respond to 

minims, crotchets, quavers, dotted quavers and 

semiquavers. Recognise how notes are grouped 

when notated. Identify the stave and symbols on 

the stave (such as the treble clef), the name of the 

notes on lines and in spaces, barlines, a flat sign 

and a sharp sign. Further understand the 

differences between semibreves, minims, crotchets 

and crotchet rests, paired quavers and 

semiquavers. Understand the differences between 

2/4, 3/4 and 4/4 time signatures. Read and perform 

pitch notation within an octave (eg C–C′/do–do). 

Year 3 

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, 

and long and short sounds, using symbols and any 

appropriate means of notation. Explore standard 

notation, using minims, semibreves, dotted 

crotchets, crotchets, quavers and semiquavers, 

and simple combinations of: C, D, E, F, G, A, B F, G, 

A, B♭, C G, A, B, C, D, E E, F♯, G♯, A, B Read and 

respond to semibreves, minims, crotchets and 

paired quavers. Identify: • Stave • Treble clef • 

Time signature • Lines and spaces on the stave 

Identify and understand the differences between 

crotchets and paired quavers. Apply spoken word 

to rhythms, understanding how to link each 

syllable to one musical note. 

Year 4 

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, 

and long and short sounds, using symbols and any 

appropriate means of notation. Explore standard 

notation, using semibreves, minims, dotted 

crotchets, crotchets, quavers and semiquavers, 

and simple combinations of: C, D, E, F, G, A, B F, G, 

A, B♭, C G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ D, E, F♯, G, A, B, C Read 

and respond to semibreves, minims, dotted 

crotchets, crotchets, quavers and semiquavers. 

Identify: • Stave • Treble clef • Time signature 

Identify and understand the differences between 

minims, crotchets, paired quavers and rests. Read 

and perform pitch notation within a range. Follow 

and perform simple rhythmic scores to a steady 

beat: maintain individual parts accurately within 

the rhythmic texture, achieving a sense of 

ensemble. 

Year 6 

Explore ways of representing high and low sounds, 

and long and short sounds, using symbols and any 

appropriate means of notation. Explore standard 

notation, using dotted semibreves, dotted minims, 

minims, triplet crotchets, dotted crotchets, 

crotchets, dotted quavers, quavers and 

semiquavers, and simple combinations of: C, D, E, 

F, G, A, B F, G, A, B♭, C, D, E F, G, A♭, B♭, C, D, E♭ G, 

A, B♭, C, D, E, F G, A, B, C, D, E, F♯ D, E, F, G, A D, E, 

F♯, A, B, C♯ E, F♯, G, G♯, A, B, C, C♯ E♭, F, G, A♭, B♭, 

C, D Identify: • Stave • Treble clef • Time signature 

Read and respond to minims, crotchets, quavers, 

dotted quavers and semiquavers. Recognise how 

notes are grouped when notated. Identify the 

stave and symbols on the stave (such as the treble 

clef), the name of the notes on lines and in spaces, 

barlines, a flat sign and a sharp sign 


